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TMP-114 

Interviewee: Harry Corr 
Interviewer: Patrick Daglaris 

Date: July 9, 2016 
 

D: This is Patrick Daglaris. I’m here in Gloucester with Mr. Harry Corr. Sir, if you 

could begin by just stating your date of birth? 

C: September 10, 1934. 

D: Okay.  

C: Makes me about eighty-one years old.  

D: Okay. Could you talk about your parents, their names and occupations? 

C: My mother was a housewife, a city girl from Richmond. My father was a 

businessman and later drifted into education. Single, married, no divorces or 

anything.  

D: When did your family come to Gloucester? 

C: My great-grandfather was the first Corr to come, and he bought the farm from his 

father-in-law, who was a Stubblefield who came from a king’s grant. The 

Stubblefields had a king’s grant from – I guess it was – King George. So then, 

the Corrs owned the farm and I’m the last one to own the farm. 

D: Okay. And were you born in Gloucester? 

C: Yes, in Hayes near here. 

D: What were your parents’ names? 
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C: My mother’s name was Elsie Crowder Corr, and my dad’s name was Fred 

Basye, B-a-s-y-e, Corr.  

D: Can you talk about what area of Gloucester you grew up in? 

C: Down here on the farm. 

D: Down here. Okay, so this is the exact farm. We’re here now.  

C: Yeah.  

D: Can you talk a little bit about growing up in Gloucester, what that was like? 

C: Well, it was of course the end of World War II, and the boom that we weren’t 

expecting evolved after that. And I was I guess a typical farm boy, active in 4-H 

clubs and had my own pig and my own feeder cattle and grew my own corn and 

this, that and the other. That was the 4-H Club. We had a small high school, only 

I think there were thirty-four graduates in our class, and that was a larger-than-

usual class. The previous class had been seventeen.  

D: Which high school was it? 

C: Botetourt High School. And I was not a particularly good athlete, but because it 

was so small, I lettered in three sports, the only three they had. [Laughter]  

D: Which ones were they? 

C: Football, baseball, and basketball. 

D: And do you remember, as a kid what would you do for fun around here? 

C: For what? 
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D: For fun? 

C: I worked. 

D: You worked.  

C: I worked on the farm, and I was active at school. There was a softball league. I 

played on the church softball team. As I grew older and began to date, we had 

skating rinks to go to, picnics. That’s what comes to mind. Movie theater. 

D: Are there any memories you have of your parents, like any famous recipes or 

games or anything like that that you remember as a kid? 

C: No. We were pretty low-key and low-budget. Our family sport was croquet, I 

guess. . . but my mother followed me very religiously when I was in high school 

for all my activities. We were not particularly outstanding, but we enjoyed singing, 

and I was in the church choir and our school glee club and things of that nature.  

D: Do you have any siblings? 

C: I had twin sisters that were four years older than I was.  

D: Okay. Do you have any memories you’d like to share, being on the farm or 

anything you do here? 

C: I don’t know what memory would be of value to your plans, but no, basically in 

those days there wasn’t a lot of fun and entertaining. Everybody lived on a farm 

and they all worked at home for the most part.  

D: I would imagine having a cornfield so close nearby that I would get into all sorts 

of trouble with my siblings or things like that. 
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C: No. I was kind of a square. I didn’t get in trouble. 

D: Okay. So I’m guessing – what kind of crops did you grow? Was corn the. . .  

C: We grew our own food. We had pigs and cows and horses. We finished up the 

horses – we had horses through World War II and then, when the war ended, we 

bought a tractor. So, we had a vegetable garden and we used to eat a lot out of it 

and we used to feed our livestock – pigs and chickens, mainly – from the crops 

we grew here. It was just sort of a general farm. 

D: So you were pretty self-subsistent in what you grew? 

C: Well, we were getting to the point of being dependent on Safeway and Colonial 

stores. But we were coming out of a self-sufficient era, mainly the Second World 

War.  

D: So after high school, what did you do? 

C: I went to college, to V.P.I. in Blacksburg. I didn’t know what engineering was, but 

I knew what farming was, and to make a long story short, I ended up majoring in 

agricultural engineering. But when I got out of college, I pursued more of a career 

in industrial engineering.  

D: Okay. What led to that decision? 

C: First job. Whenever you get your first job, you become a captive of that industry. 

[Laughter]  

D: Okay. 
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C: Because to go to a different industry, you have to start at the bottom again. My 

wife and I had been together as sweethearts all during high school and college, 

even supposedly, we say, from the era of our Sunday school before we went to 

school. So, we had our wedding planned as soon as we graduated. That was 

part of the accepted norm, is you don’t get married while you’re in school. You 

get married when you get independent. But the army had its own ideas. So we 

got married, I think, on July the second and I reported to Fort Belvoir on July the 

sixth. 

D: Oh wow, okay! So, you were in the army. 

C: Meanwhile, she and I both committed to employment in Richmond, Virginia. She 

took teaching and she honored that, so for the first year or most of it I lived in 

Fort Belvoir and she lived in Richmond and we came home to Gloucester on 

weekends.  

D: What made you join the army? 

C: Well, at V.P.I. I took ROTC and I had a commission in the Corps of Engineers. 

D: Okay. What was that experience like, being in the army? How long were you . . .  

C: I had a two-year active commitment and six-year reserve. I went ahead 

immediately and went into the two years active and I spent about six months at 

Fort Belvoir training and then I was transferred to Japan. So my wife joined me. I 

was over there a few months before she came, but then she got a job as a 

teacher over there and I was second lieutenant. We probably haven’t been that 
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rich since, ‘cause we were living on the Japanese economy. It was like a long 

honeymoon.  

D: What year was this? 

C: I graduated class of [19]55, so I was in the service from [19]55 to [19]57, and the 

last year was in Japan – or year and a half for me. It was a year for my wife. But 

a year and a half for me. 

D: What was it like going from Gloucester, from this area, going all the way to 

Japan?  

C: Well, my Japanese experience was enlightening. It caused us to have more of a 

world curiosity and we have done a lot of traveling since then. Once we got our 

children reared, we then began to travel, and we’ve been to most everywhere we 

want to go.  

D: When did you have your children? How many children did you have, I guess I 

should say? 

C: We have three, and we got married in [19]55, so it must have started about 1960. 

So during the [19]60s is when our children were born. We have two sons and a 

daughter, and they now live in Washington, D.C., Raleigh, North Carolina and 

Atlanta, Georgia.  

D: Okay. And for you, did you always think you were going to stay in Gloucester, 

take over the farm? 
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C: Yeah. I have deep roots here. I felt like the farm was the family jewel that was in 

my care for my generation. Unfortunately, it’s inevitable that eventually we’ll have 

a city from Boston to Miami and we’re in that corridor. Someday, the farm will 

have to be abandoned as a farm. I think it might be this year. 

D: Really? 

C: Yeah. 

D: Do you still actively work on it? Do you still tend it? 

C: No. Unh-uh. I have several tenants. 

D: Mm-hm. You lease out the land. 

C: Yeah. I have one tenant that raises grain and I manage the forest, ‘cause it 

grows slow enough that I could handle that. But I had a nursery for about twenty 

years, and now we have agritourism, which is corn maze and entertainment. A 

source of entertainment. . . and a few other small things.  

D: You mentioned that you moved to Richmond briefly, or your wife did when she 

was teaching. 

C: Well, yeah, my wife did. She had a contract to teach up there and she honored 

that contract, so she lived up there for a year. My mother was from Richmond, so 

as we grew up, when we went to the city, we went to Richmond. Later, after the 

completion of the bridges to the peninsula, people from Gloucester who go to the 

city go to Newport News or Norfolk. But at that time, Richmond was the 

convenient city.  
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D: What was that experience like, going from Gloucester to the big city, like in 

Richmond? 

C: Well, we had lots of cousins, so it was usually always visiting or we were going to 

department stores to do shopping. We didn’t do food shopping up there. We just 

did department store shopping.  

D: After your time in Japan, where did you guys live after that? 

C: I got a job in Norfolk, and we lived in Virginia Beach for about fifteen or twenty 

years, and then when my dad died and the farm came up for grabs, I bought out 

the other heirs and moved to the farm. 

D: What year was that? 

C: My dad died in [19]70 and we moved up here in [19]72. 

D: And have you been here since? 

C: Yeah. 

D: Okay. I was wondering, what are some of your earliest memories of Main Street 

Gloucester, of the Courthouse, or –  

C: Well, for us here on the farm that was – wouldn’t call it the city, [laughter] but it 

was like the city. I had a little bit of a distant uncle who sort of established our 

family name in Gloucester Courthouse. He had a general store and he had 

bought a farm, which is now a housing development up there. So, that’s where 

my high school or my elementary school was, so that’s where when we went into 
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town, when we went anywhere, I guess, that’s the way we normally went. I don’t 

know if that answers the question.  

D: Yeah, that’s good. I have a list of buildings I was going to ask you about.  

C: Okay. 

D: So when you had to go get some groceries from town, where would you go? 

Would you normally go to Main Street? 

C: I was a bag boy at Pender’s, which became Colonial Stores. So, I guess that 

was the big supermarket in those days. Then we had a country store about a 

mile from here. My mother made butter, and it was premium, and so she sold a 

little bit of it and she sold it at that store. We bought a little bit of stuff there, but 

not much.  

D: When you went down Main Street, do you remember going to the Morgan’s 

Drugstore? 

C: Oh, yeah. Yeah. The Morgan family is very well-established. They were more in 

the era of my sisters, who were four years older, than mine. We were a couple 

years younger. Yeah, and my wife hung out there some. [Laughter] I think she 

used to buy limeades after school. 

D: What about the Gray’s Pharmacy? 

C: We didn’t go there. They sold beer and we were Baptists, so we couldn’t go 

there. They sold beer. [Laughter]  

D: Okay, and then did you ever go to the Tri-County Furniture? 
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C: Yes. My sister-in-law eventually bought into that. One of her husbands was one 

of the offspring of that store.  

D: What was their name? 

C: Her name was Christine Wesson.  

D: Okay. 

C: That’s what it is now. But she married a Booker, who owned the Tri-County 

Furniture. She was active there for a while until their marriage broke up.  

D: Okay. What about the Tucker Store? Do you remember going –  

C: Yeah, we went there a little bit, and when I came back here as a contractor, I 

think I might’ve was doing a building there. There was an old building that was on 

the verge of falling down all my life, and I envisioned doing something with it, but 

I never did. 

D: Can you talk a little bit about the contracting work you did in Gloucester? 

C: My business in Virginia Beach was selling industrial machinery. When I went off 

and went in business for myself, the niche I chose was not only selling it, but also 

installing it. So, I had a business of installing overhead cranes and hoists and 

monorails, mainly in heavy industries throughout mainly Virginia, but also 

Carolina. So, when I came up here, I didn’t want to spend twenty percent of my 

life commuting. So, I looked for what would require the same skills of steel 

directors, basically. So, I became affiliated with Butler Buildings, so I was a 

Butler builder. . . I don’t know how many years, twenty years or more, in the 



TMP-114; Corr; Page 11 
 

Gloucester area. I think my territory included over in the Northern Neck area that 

you’ve been going into. We did primarily commercial buildings. 

D: So, did you work on any other buildings around Main Street in that area? 

C: We owned one of the county office buildings at one time. [inaudible 18:46] sold 

their office building, and my partner and I bought that, but then we turned around 

and sold it to the county. I don’t remember too much building in the village. I don’t 

remember too much building from anybody in the village. As a Butler dealer, I 

was primarily in the area where metal building is normal, and downtown across 

from the Courthouse was not a normal place for metal building.  

D: Mm-hm. Okay. Do you have any memories of the Botetourt Hotel? 

C: Yes, it was there. I never frequented it. But I was aware of it, but we had no 

reason to be involved in it.  

D: What about the Calvin Hotel? Do you have any memories of –  

C: Same thing.  

D: Same thing? 

C: Yeah. My father-in-law was supervisor when the county bought the Botetourt 

Hotel and made it into a county property, which I think now it’s a museum. 

D: Mm-hm, yeah. What about hardware store, Doswell Dutton’s hardware store? 

C: Yeah, again, we didn’t buy – we were not a very good customer, but that’s a 

logical place to go for whatever he sold. 
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D: Okay. So I have a couple more buildings here. The Southern States –  

C: We dealt with them a lot because we were farmers and continued to, even after I 

came back in the [19]70s. 

D: How long do you remember going there, like as a kid? 

C: Yeah, because when I was a mini-farmer on a farm, so anything we needed for 

the farm, we’d buy there. They at that time were the dominant farm supply place. 

D: Did any of your children take after farming? Do any of them continue to do that? 

C: No, only as a hobby. Because we had the nursery, as teenagers, my two boys – 

maybe my daughter also – did a little bit of retail selling at a farm stand of plants 

that we were growing. We had – at that time, rhododendrons were a big item, 

and azaleas. So, when they were in bloom, they set up a booth somewhere. Or if 

there was a festival in town we would go set up a booth. They would sell retail. 

That was a fundraiser for them.  

D: Yeah. Do you remember where the booths were set up? Was there any –  

C: One that we were always in was the Dragon Run Festival, and I think maybe we 

set up some for the county fair. We did some right here in the yard. This was 

before we opened a retail lot. 

D: Okay, and when did you open that? 

C: That was done. . . I guess about twenty, twenty-five years ago. Our children were 

gone then, and I did it as I – I lost my Dutchman and Randen growing area, and 

I went into retailing some of the inventory that they grew in their wholesale area. 
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D: Where was that? 

C: It was right here on the farm. The retail area is still open.  

D: Okay. Is it that area on the side of the road?  

C: Yeah. 

D: Okay. 

C: The growing area we closed last year. 

D: Mm-hm. Okay. Do you remember anything about the Hudson House? 

C: No. 

D: What about the Edge Hill House? 

[Interruption in interview] 

D: What about where the Rev It Up building is? 

C: The who building? 

D: The Rev It Up building. 

C: I don’t know that building. 

D: Okay. I believe one of those was buildings was a county building, either the Edge 

Hill House or the Hudson House. I can’t remember which one.  

C: Was a what kind? 

D: Was a county building? 
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C: I didn’t know them as that. Doesn’t mean it didn’t exist, just means I don’t know 

about it.  

D: What about where Arts on Main is? 

C: Yeah, that used to be a automobile dealership when I was a kid.  

D: Do you remember what they –  

C: John Hunt was the Ford dealer in that building. He used to referee our high 

school basketball games and things of that nature. And then it’s been through a 

number of other uses since then.  

D: You mentioned how things changed once the bridge got built. How have you 

seen Gloucester change, I guess, since your time here as a kid into how it is 

now? 

C: Well, at one time, it was the fastest-growing community in Virginia. So, it 

developed a bunch of expansion problems, which today I don’t feel like they were 

handled properly. But they were successful in killing the growth, and so now 

they’re just now reopening the county to growth. So, we did see a lot of growth. 

The population of Gloucester in the Civil War I think was. . . I’ve forgotten 

whether my numbers are right, but my ratio’s about right. It was like it was twenty 

thousand but it was like ten thousand blacks and ten thousand whites, and as the 

blacks moved out to Baltimore and Philadelphia, particularly during World War II, 

the whites moved in from the peninsula. So, now I think the ratio is more like, ten 

to one on it. But with integration being accepted, it’s really not an issue anymore. 

But that’s what I remember. 
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D: In your line of work with commercial properties, were you a part of trying to bring 

growth to Gloucester? 

C: Yes. One, I was in the building business – because I was a contractor – and then 

I drifted more towards being a landlord. As a contractor, you get certain 

opportunities to build and lease. So, most of my retirement now is rental income 

from these buildings that we built during the construction phase of my life. 

D: In your line of work, did you ever get involved with any kind of historic 

preservation of older building that you may have bought or owned? 

C: Yeah, we did some of that. We would bid on it. [Laughter] We would hope that 

we would get it. Two things that are in the news now that we did renovations on: 

one was New Point Lighthouse at the entrance to Mobjack Bay. We rebuilt that 

place one time. And another was restoring the ruins at Rosewell. But we weren’t 

a particular renovation-type contractor. We were just a contractor who bid on the 

work and, if we were low, we got it. 

D: So with the lighthouse now, they’re working on preserving it again. I believe this 

year, right? 

C: They’ve been working on it continually. They got some new money, I think. 

D: ‘Cause I believe they’re trying to build the bridge back to it so they can bring 

supplies? Is that what they’re doing? 

C: They built a dock recently. There was no dock when we were there, and we 

couldn’t get there by land. We had to load our boats at Davis Creek and go over 
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by water to do what we did. I’m not sure what we docked at. There must have 

been enough of a dock to allow us to tie up. I had other people that were working 

for me that know more about the firsthand experience.  

D: What year was that, or when was that generally? 

C: I don’t know, but it would be probably around [19]80. But I don’t know exactly.  

D: Do you remember ever going out there as a kid or –  

C: No, only once that I was a contractor.  

D: Did you ever do any fishing or anything on the Chesapeake? 

C: Not as a kid. We were farmers and my wife’s grandfather was a waterman. I went 

out once or twice with him. I think we were oystering. I’ve been fishing a couple 

of times, but that was not a big part of my life. But it was a big part of Gloucester. 

D: You said working in Rosewell, helping with that site. Was that with the Fairfield 

Foundation or Dave Brown? 

C: It was before the days of all these present organizations.  

D: Okay.  

C: I don’t know where the money came from. 

D: Was that in the [19]70s, [19]80s? 

C: Yeah. It was sort of ironic. We got the job of building caps for the chimneys so 

that the water wouldn’t go down in them and freeze ‘em and break ‘em up. We 

got the job for pointing up the brick, but we lost the job for putting the reinforcing 
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steel up to keep ‘em from falling down, when in effect it should have been exactly 

opposite. We should have had a different contractor doing the work we did, 

[laughter] and the guy that was successful on the steel didn’t know anything 

about steel. But I guess that’s the nature of construction. You bid on everything, 

and sometimes you get low ‘cause you don’t know what you’re doing. [Laughter] 

But we completed our work and those caps are still on.  

D: Really? 

C: When you see the ruins of Rosewell, you’ll note that each chimney has a cap on 

it and we built those out of two by fours.  

D: Wow.  

C: There were a lot of yellow jackets in there. In order to get our people to work, we 

had to deal with yellow jackets.  

D: What was the state of Rosewell back in that time? 

C: ‘Bout the same as it is now, except it was deteriorating rather rapidly from the 

weather. The work we did was to slow the deterioration. 

D: Okay. Are there any other historic buildings you remember working with or being 

a part of? 

C: We did some over at a place in Kilmarnock or Irving, Tides Inn. We did some 

work at Tides Inn because it had to be up four stories in the air and I think we 

were the only contractor that was capable of doing what they wanted done. I 

don’t know that it could be considered historical. It was just a significant building 
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that has somewhat become historical [laughter] since then, more so than before 

then. 

D: It will be historical in the years to come.  

C: Yeah, and I’m sure we’ve done some other work that I can’t put a handle on right 

now. But that one comes to mind. 

D: How has Main Street, the area down there, how has that changed over the 

years? 

C: The big change was when they put the utilities underground and tried to make it 

into sort of a Colonial old Williamsburg. I’m more enthused about it now than I 

was then. To me, it seemed like an unnecessary expense the taxpayers had to 

bear, but there’s no question it improved the appearance. There have been 

several phases that have made good improvements to Gloucester Courthouse. I 

think that buying the Botetourt Building was one of them, and then when they 

built the. . . courts building, which is now an office building. They built, in effect, 

another courts building. That was in an era – there was a couple of people who I 

don’t think the county ever gave proper credit to, who came in. During World War 

II, the buildings that were built then and right after that were built right up even 

with the sidewalk, ‘cause you parked on the street and you walked on the 

sidewalk into the building. They took the front bay of the buildings off and made 

entrance porticos on ‘em and improved the appearance a lot. They gave up 

square footage in order for it to look better, and I felt like Gloucester County 

should have thanked those people more than they did. They eventually [laughter] 
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took their money and went home. I’ve forgotten their names right now, but they 

were a big asset in improving the appearance of Gloucester Courthouse. 

D: Are there any other buildings or stores that you remember in Gloucester 

Courthouse that I may not have mentioned, that you remember going to or 

frequenting? 

C: Then as opposed to now? 

D: Yeah. 

C: No, just the buildings in the court green. When I got married, I had to go up there 

to get a marriage license. Of course, since I’ve come back to the farm after 1970, 

I’ve had to go up there numerous times as the county has put more and more 

restrictions on land and I have to deal with taxes and the planning department 

and permits and things of that nature. In general, I’m anti-government. I feel like 

we’ve got too much government and I’m pro-freedom, pro-free market capitalism, 

against socialism.  

D: So with farming over the years then, you’ve felt there’ve been more regulations 

or things that have. . .  

C: Yeah, I’ve really been out of the farming –  

[Interruption in interview]  

C: But I’m surprised now at how much, apparently, the government controls farming. 

After the World War II, the federal government began to do a lot of helping of 

farmers, and they had the Soil Conservation Service and a bunch of other 
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people. My dad was running the farm then – my grandfather had died – and he 

went along with all the programs. If there was a crop-sharing improvement, he 

would do it. For example, we built the farm pond, which was supposed to give us 

potential water if there was a fire, a place to raise fish, a place to water your 

cattle. The government actually had programs that helped you and people that 

helped you. Now, you can’t cross your eyes at anything if water’s standing in it 

because it’s a wetland. I feel like the regulators look upon wetlands as mud 

puddles that Moses is gonna come out of with a new set of Ten Commandments. 

They worship the mud holes. So, yes, they are definitely overregulating in certain 

areas. That happens to be one. Zoning is another one. They adopted zoning in 

Gloucester. There’s a lot of good things that can happen from zoning, but they 

had an advisory referendum before they adopted it and it was about a sixty 

percent against zoning and forty percent were for it. They went ahead with it 

anyway, and I think the reason the people who voted against it was they didn’t 

want a dictatorial group dictating ridiculous regulations and they were right. 

That’s exactly what we got. So I have a lot of differences with the government, 

but I accept the fact that they’re there. Might as well deal with them.  

D: One question I had: as a farmer, being part of a farming family, how have you 

seen, even in just your time as a child, the farming equipment change? With your 

father, did you see more mechanized tools? 

C: Yeah. Basically, there were a lot of small farms, but agriculture changed that they 

got bigger and bigger machines and the people who were gonna undertake 

buying ‘em had to farm bigger and bigger tracts of land. So, the small farm 
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became tenant farms, and we’ve been renting the farmland, the cropland, out 

since 1960, I guess, roughly. Because our little forty-five horsepower tractor 

couldn’t farm the way to be competitive with a regular tenant. So, farming has 

advanced tremendously, but the small farmer is out, and now it’s giving way to 

housing developments because that’s what there’s a demand for.  

D: So, even in your father’s life, he ended up just leasing the land for others. 

C: Right. He was a farmer like I’m a farmer, [laughter] but he basically, his income 

came from working for the school board. 

D: Okay. He ended up working for the school board along with your mother? 

C: No, my mother was never – she didn’t work outside of the home.  

D: Oh, okay. Okay. Oh, I’m sorry, your wife was a teacher. 

C: My wife was a teacher, yeah. 

D: So, when did your father get into the school board? When was that transition? 

C: It would have been shortly after World War II. During World War II, he didn’t 

qualify as a soldier because he was a little bit old and he had three children. So, 

he missed the World War II stuff, but he did go to work for the government, and 

he worked for a government agency, and he did a lot of traveling in the Virginia-- 

maybe some of his work carried him out to West Virginia and neighboring states. 

I’m not sure of what all he did, but he was in personnel management, was sort of 

his field. I know at one time he worked for war assets, and that was apparently a 

government business that disposed of excess supplies after the war. But then he 
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wanted to spend more time here with his kids and his dad died. We moved to the 

farm to take care of his dad, my grandfather. That was in roughly – before World 

War II – 1940 or somewhere of that nature. So, then my grandfather died in 

[19]51 and, by that time, I don’t know exactly what happened or when it 

happened, but my dad came back and, in effect, he kept the farm as a family 

jewel for his generation as I did for mine. But he made his income from another 

job. 

D: Okay. One of my last questions are, how do you see Gloucester, the history of it, 

how do you see it going forward in the future? Do you see it becoming a more 

commercial area or less focused on farming or like agriculture, industry, or...? 

C: There has been a big change with the addition of or replacement of two 

supervisors who are much more growth-oriented. They replaced supervisors who 

were restrictive-oriented. Gloucester’s opening up again. Now they’re subject to 

the world economy and the local economy. So, the first thing to expand is the 

bedroom community to the peninsula, and that will continue, but there is some 

movement on for them to bring in some industry of their own. We’ve got the 

Canon plant and a few other businesses that bring in money from outside of the 

county. Our corn maze is bringing in money from outside of the county, ‘cause 

we get these busloads of kids from the peninsula coming in, but that’s a short-

lived season.  

D: When is the season for that normally? 
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C: Just in the autumn, fall, during pumpkin season, Halloween. It’s about seven 

weekends, October.  

D: How would you like to see Gloucester grow? You mentioned you like the growth 

that happens –  

C: My feeling is I’d like to see the least amount of restrictions and government 

controls as we can sell. What will grow is what people will demand. As there’s 

enough demand to support a department store, we’ll get a department store. But 

we’ve probably got all the restaurants and fast foods that we need, right now. 

[Laughter] Some of the stuff that we’ve gotten is so saturated that we need to 

wait for the population to catch up with what’s available. But I know that the 

county’s more active in seeking economic development. They’ll take whatever 

they can get, even beginning as low as a corn maze and going as high as a 

Canon plant. So, I think it will continue to move upward and there’ll be more and 

more demand. Unfortunately, my children are not living here, so we’re getting 

close to being ready for assisted living. [Laughter] But my wife’s mother is still 

living. She’s 102. 

D: Wow. 

C: So, as long as she’s living, we’ll probably not leave Gloucester.  

D: Where does she live? 

C: In the nursing home at the Courthouse, Gloucester House.  

D: Okay.  
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C: So, we would like to be up there, too. [Laughter] Although Holland America 

Cruise Lines looks good to us. It costs about the same. 

D: Yeah, that sounds like a fun time. 

C: So I’m gonna try to talk my wife into a transition of going on some cruises before 

we go into the retirement home.  

D: [Laughter] Well, sir, are there any other memories or comments you’d like to 

make before we turn off the recorder? 

C: No. I don’t think of anything that is that important for what you’re doing, but I wish 

you luck. Appreciate the attention.  

D: [Laughter] Well, thank you, Mr. Corr, for just taking the time to meet with us 

today.  

C: You’re welcome. 

[End of interview] 
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